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MRGARI THE HUNTER

Theme A change of heart.,

STORY

Mrgari the Hunter ja story from Inedia)
The storyteller tells the story whilst others mime.

‘There was onoe a wicked hunter called Mrgar, (Mrgar enters and wapes
his baote ine the air.)

He enjoved walking through the forest shooting any living creature he
saw. (A rabbit enters, followed by a deer. Mman shoots them and they roll
oo the growund in poin, Megar stands over themn laughing,)

Cruel Mrgari laughed. He enjoyed seeing the injured creatures suffer.
{Mreperri laughs again and continues his jowmey leaving the animeals dying,
Other creatires he meets on his way saffer the same fate. )

Ome day. alter the hunter had shot vet another poor rabbit, he met a
wise person walking through the forest. (Narada, the wise person. enters
and pauses, looking sadly art the injured animals, ]

The wise person was very upset when he saw the suffering of the poor-
creatures, Norado moves towards Mrgari aned mimes fears aned anger. |

Mrgar proudly boasted thal he was a very powerful hunier and was
doing his jobr well, Mrgar shrugs his shoulders ol Narada's protest and
mimes strength with a rofsed fist, Norado fokes the hunier by the hond,
points to the suffering animals and ralses his arms (o the sky.J

The wise person showed the hunter a frightening dream. (Mrgan closes
hig eyes.) In his dream Mrgar saw himsell being hunted and felt himself
dying in pain. (Mrgar falls to his knees shakdng and mimes a slow death)

The wise person woke him up and told him that those who cause suf-
fering to others may one day suffer themselves, (Narada wakes the hunter
tip and shaekes a_finger af i, tellimg him offC)

Mrgari jumped to his feet in shame, broke his bow in half and vowed
never to harm living creatures again. He asked the wise person to forgive
him. [Mrgart falls to his knees and Narada places a hand on his head, )

The hunter became a changed person. He went around doing good and
never harmed another living thing. All who knew him were amazed that
such a eruel person could change his ways. (Mrgari walks around smiling
and shalking hands with people and patting anirmeals an e head,)

Several years later the wise person brought a friend to meet the
hunter, Mrgari was sitting under a tree with his animal (rends, He saw
the visitors and thought he would run to meet them. He jumped up
iMrgari jumps wpl and set off but suddenly he noticed a small group of
ants on the ground in front of him. (He nolices the ants, mimes horror and
with great care Hp toes over them, ) With greal care Mrgari stepped gently
over the ants” nest so that he would not stand on any of the Uny Insects,

‘Abh," said the wise person, ‘even the cruel can change their ways, il
sormeone shows them whal Lo do”

Yes," said the friend, “and vou, Narada, were the iouchstione who led
ithe hunter back to the paih of truth.” (Mrgari reaches wo wise people
and they jein hands, He kneels and Narada blesses him.)
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DEVELOPING THE THEME 1‘;
Perform another scene. previously rehearsed in class. A playground
scene. A cruel bully ieases new puplls and steals all their sweets, An

older pupil tells him or her that this is wrong,

Ur talk about the Indian play and its characters, Why was Mrgar croel?
What do you think the wise person saild to him'? What caused him o
change? Would he be forgiven? Contrast the shooting of the rabbit with
the stepping over the ants. Point out that it is never too late to change.

THOUGHTFUL MOMENT

Forgive the bad deeds thi we runy Fove committed.,
Many mornings remain to dain upon ws:

Laetred ves dhorowegh, them all,

{from the Rig Veda)

Sing a song rom Indla. [For songs, write (o ISKOON Edurational Services,
Bhaktivedania Manor, Letchmore Heath, Watford WD2 BEP)

IN CLASS

Many people who tell this story have become vegetarian. Look up some
vegeiarian recipes.

Look up a Christian story about a person who changes thelr ways. You
will finud St Paul's story in the Bible, Galotinns, Chapter | verses 13-24,




